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. in staining grids with lead following the sequential application of uranium and bismuth. In our experience, staining is much less intense when the application of bismuth precedes that of uranium and lead. Pfenninger (5) suggests from in vitro studies that bismuth iodide may bind to basic amino residues, as well as to a uranium-lead complex. The increase in staining intensity of bismuth following treatment of tissue sections with uranium and lead suggests that chelated bismuth might bind in a similar manner. Although the mechanism of action is not clear, we hope that this technique may prove useful to electron microscopists seeking to enhance contrast in tissues found difficult to stain with conventional means.
